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Kim Diment Three Amigos (2013). Coati, Hedgehog Cactus and Organ Pipe Cactus.
Acrylic painting on board, 18x36 inches. © Kim Diment

From the Sea of Cortez:

Experiencing animals on their terms
Kim Diment

| was so excited when we spotted Coatis on our first Nacapulae Canyon walk. | had only seen
them inzoos up to that date. They were descendingfrom a small grove of Palmswhen we
caught our first glimpse. Seeingthemin their native environment of red rock, Organ pipe,
Barrel, and Hedgehog Cactus along with the Palms was nothing short of spectacular. Coatis will
overnightin treesto keep themselves safe from night predators. These charismatic creatures
are very social and itiscommon to see them travelingin troops. Later treks into the canyon
allowed us even closerencounters with the Coatis. Typical to the raccoon familyin which they
belong, Coatis are opportunisticomnivores. Because of this, theytend to be attracted to human
goodies. These Coatis were no exceptionand would helpthemselvestoan unattended
backpack.

While painting Three Amigos, | realized the personal interaction with such animalsis the
inspiration for almostall of my artwork. | have alwaysloved animalsand really cannot imagine
painting anything else. | further reflected on my childhood. | have beenfortunate enoughto
have many, many, many unforgettable experiences with animalsintheir native environments
from all overthe world. | get worried about our future generations. Will they have the same
opportunitiesto view animalsin the wild that | have had? Human overpopulation of the earth,
coupled with unlimited use of resources, pollution and climate change threatens the existence
of many animals.

Anothergrowing concern is will modern day children even want to venture outside to have
these experiences? Itseems like more and more humans prefervirtual interactions with
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animalson an indoor computer, phone, tablet,
television or pad. Getting humans engaged with
the real world before they walk off the cliff of
extinction, because they are lookingdown at
theircell phone, might be one of the most
challenging feats we face.

Small Worlds and Three Amigos are both acrylic
paintings done in conjunction with The Sea of
Cortez field trip and exhibition produced by
David J. Wagner, L.L.C., and lead by Richard
Brusca, PhD.

The field tripinvolved 30 American artists, of
which | was one. We journeyedto San Carlos,
Sonora, Mexico March of 2011. Here we
collectedfield studies and referencing for
artwork to be displayedinthe 2013 Sea of
Cortez museum exhibition. The Sea of Cortez
Exhibit premiered March 16, 2013 at The
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. It then
traveled to the Wildlife Experience in Denver,
Colorado. The field trip was made possible with
funding from the Susan K. Black Foundation. A
collection of images documenting the field trip
can be viewed here.

Kim Diment Small Worlds (2012). Leopard
frogs and tadpoles with mating Damselflies
and Starburst diving beetle. Acrylic on board.
16x36 inches. © Kim Diment



http://davidjwagnerllc.com/Artist_Field_Trip_Exhibition.html
http://davidjwagnerllc.com/Artist_Field_Trip_Exhibition.html
http://www.rickbrusca.com/http___www.rickbrusca.com_index.html/Welcome.html
http://www.rickbrusca.com/http___www.rickbrusca.com_index.html/Welcome.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x41WuFRbilY&feature=youtu.be

Photo of Kim Diment by Cathy Sheeter

A Northern Michigan native, Kim Diment’s art
brings personality and life tothe animals she
portrays. Both her art and love for animals
started at young age. Her first preteenfield
sketches came from wanderingsalongthe
backwaters of the Au Sable Riverduring the
spring thaw migrations. She drove her parents
crazy withtoads, frogs, turtlesand orphaned
animals she would bring home. Her brother
ruined her high school social life by dubbing
her “Nature Girl”. After High School Kim’s
formal traininginvolved a double major from
Michigan State Universityin Zoology and in the
Fine Arts. During her college years she was
competingin the Michigan Duck Stamp Art
Competition. She later went on to teach High
School art for thirteen years while
simultaneously pursuing herown art. In 2003
she started painting full time.

Kim’s artwork is also featured on the Artist for Conservation website under Kim Diment. Her

work will soon be showcased on the UK bird website. Kimis a signature member of the Society

of Animal Artists and a signature member of Artists for Conservation.

This post is part of the MAHB’s Arts Community space —an open space for MAHB membersto

share, discuss, and connect with artwork processesand products pushingfor change. Please
visitthe MAHB Arts Community to share and reflecton how art can promote critical changes in

behaviorand systems and contact Erika with any questions or suggestionsyou have regarding

the new space.

MAHB Blog: http://mahb.stanford.edu/creative-expressions/sea-cortez/
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