
This posting is taken from my book entitled, Of Population and Pollution – A Global Warming 

Primer. I was able to remove a good deal of anxiety when I began to realize that we can find ways to 

feed the population, even when our farm land has been diverted to growing feedstock for our energy 
needs. 

 

Addendum 3: Front-yard Gardening 
 

Rooftop gardening has always been an eclectic topic. Backyard gardening is usually what a 
homeowner has in mind when considering whether or not to have a garden, and I suppose 
container gardening can be done anywhere. Why choose front-yard gardening? Does the concept 

of front-yard gardening have anything to do with growing food to eat, or is it only for growing 
flowers and bushes? In the near future, front-yard gardening will be all about growing food to 
eat—but with a twist. I believe that front-yard gardening will be crucial to growing enough food 
to feed billions of people. But first, let us investigate this twist. 

 

In the future, front-yard gardening will also be done in the backyard. But that is not the twist. 
The twist is that the homeowner will not do the gardening. The gardening will be done, more or 
less, by remote control. I want to take you to the future to see my vision of how humanity will 
grow food to feed humanity. Then, afterward, I will tell you why we must do this. The story 

begins as I am walking along a street in a neighborhood, sometime in the future. 

 
As I walk down the street, I see houses and yards on both sides, and I notice that rows of 

vegetables are growing in the lawn. Upon closer inspection, I see that the vegetables are growing 

in containers made of plastic or aluminum. The containers, which are about eight inches wide, 
eight inches deep, and three to four feet long, are laid out end-to-end in trenches across the 
breadth of the lawn. The containers are filled with a growing medium that is rich in the nutrition 
the plants need.  

 
I speak with a homeowner who is watering the containers of plants. I ask who dug out the 

trenches and put the containers in the ground. He says that the local vegetable growers’ 
association did that. I then ask if he had to know all about gardening, insects, and plant diseases. 

He says he didn’t have to, because the association did all that. I then ask if he had to harvest the 
vegetables. He says he does not have to harvest the garden, because the association does that. He 
reiterates that all he has to do is water the plants, and that his agreement with the association 
allows him to pick some of the vegetables for his own use.  

 
I decide to find out where this mysterious vegetable growers’ association is located, to pay 

them a visit. The homeowner tells me that there is a neighborhood station nearby; I learn that the 
association has lots of neighborhood locations throughout the city. 

 
When I walk through the gate, I see a greenhouse, a large pile of compost, and a covered work 

area. I ask a worker what he does there. He says he has to fill containers with a growing medium, 
and then plant the containers with the seeds or starters, as scheduled by the master gardeners. He 

delivers the newly planted containers to yard gardens that have containers ready for harvesting. 
He also picks up those containers and brings them back to the work area to be harvested. 

 



Back to the present: my little story is written as if it were in the future. But when is it too early 
to start planning for the future? I submit to you that the future is today. I appeal to people to 
consider all ideas for growing food locally. But my plan gives structure to the process and 

maximizes the potential nutritional values that can be gained with local efforts. 
 
Why will we need to use our lawns to grow food? That’s what fields are for. Here is the 

reason why: our fields will have to be used to fight the war against global warming. 

 
To reduce global warming, we need to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere. This can be done by growing plant life to extract the carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, then by using a depolymerization process to break down the plant material into 

petroleum products and electricity. The rub is that we will need to use all of the farmland that we 
are now growing our food on for the purpose of growing the plant material that will best extract 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. The only places we will have left to grow our food will be 
our lawns and other marginal land. 

 
Being able to grow nutritious food while our farmland is being used in the fight to end and 

reverse global warming is key to our effort. I use the term “vegetable growers’ association” 
because I think a nonprofit cooperative may be the best business model to manage this kind of 

program. 
 
Let me revisit the things we must do to end and reverse global warming. First, we must reduce 

our population worldwide. Second, we must complete the necessary research and development, 

and then build and put into use hundreds of thousands of hydrous and anhydrous 
pyrolysis/depolymerization facilities. Third, we must use our farmland to grow plants that are 
heavy in foliage, such as the aforementioned yellow sweet clover, hemp, and switch grass. These 
plants will provide the raw materials for our depolymerization facilities. Fourth, we must be 

ready and willing, on a worldwide scale, to use both front yards and backyards, as well as any 
available marginal land, to raise the food required to feed the population. 

 


